The Staffordshire Knot
Staffordshire Branch of Narpo [96]
Stafford Police Station, Eastgate Street, Stafford, ST16 2DQ

www.narpo-staffs.co.uk



01785 234039 (Voicemail)

We welcome our new members!
NAME

www.narpo.org.uk

SUB
BRANCH

JILL CHAWNER
MICHAEL PRENDERGAST
STEVEN DALE MEACOCK
JASON PAUL ROBERTS
ADRIAN ROY BLOOR
MARK BARRY NAPIER
HUGH DARRELL GOODWIN
PAUL TREVOR
VICKI ORNSBY
FIONA SUSAN FOSTER
IAN DAVID GOODWIN
DAVID GLEN COLEMAN
JEFFREY TAYLOR
MATTHEW JOHN WOODHEAD
RACHEL JANE HOOPER
MICHAEL PAUL SHELLEY
STEPHEN FREDERICK REILLY
MARK PILE
ROBERT LEWIS
JOSEPH COSTELLO
NEIL JAMES HULME
AMANDA JANE MOORE
HELEN MARY MITCHELL
ANDREW MACKAY-ASTLEY
SCOTT WOOD
KEITH PAGETT
PETER OWEN
ALEX GORDON JONES

STAFFORD
BURTON
NORTHERN
STAFFORD
NORTHERN
STAFFORD
LEEK
NORTHERN
WOMBOURNE
NORTHERN
NORTHERN
BURTON
NORTHERN
STAFFORD
LICHFIELD
NORTHERN
NORTHERN
NORTHERN
TAMWORTH
CANNOCK
NORTHERN
STAFFORD
STAFFORD
NORTHERN
CANNOCK
STAFFORD
NORTHERN
NORTHERN

IMPORTANT
ANNOUNCEMENT
Kier Business Services,
Pensions, administrators
of the Staffordshire
Police Pension, Kier
Pensions 01642

Have you a true story to
tell for the sequel of
“Credible Witness”
Contact,
Andy Gilbert
07881 238147
mailto:
daltrey42@outlook.com
he does not reveal the
name of the source when
published.

727333

Kier Pensions Unit
business has been
acquired by XPS, see
page 5.
CPI
Figure
for
September 2018 is 2.4%
which will be the rate of
pension increase from
April 2019 and
NARPO Subscription

rise
pro-rate
January 2019.

In Case of Emergency: Who can look after your
affairs and finance if you become unwell or
incapacitated? Ensure another trusted person is a
signatory on your main bank account. Also, set up
Lasting Powers of Attorney, for assets and your
personal care, do it on-line or via a solicitor.

Can we wish you all a long and healthy retirement!
MERRY CHRISTMAS: Getting in early, The Staffordshire NARPO executive officers and
Branch Committee members send their best wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year.

The Staffordshire Knot Issue 58: Autumn 2018

from

Page 1 of 10

The Staffordshire Knot Issue 58: Autumn 2018

Page 2 of 10

Members Called to Higher Service Since June 2018
Your Branch records with regret the deaths of the following members.
Title
Ret’d Sgt
Ret’d Insp
Ret’d Ch/Insp
Ret’d PC
Ret’d
D/Ch/Insp.
Ret’d
PC
Ret’d PC
Ret’d D/Sgt
Ret’d PC
Ret’d Ch/Insp
Ret’d Sgt
Ret’d Pc
Ret’d Ch/Insp

Name
Kenneth HALLAM
Sidney Charles GRAY
Kenneth James BRADDOCK
Laurence POINTON
Ivan George DEETH
Roger TURNPENNY
Terence John REEVES
Robert Anthony BLOOD
Kenneth ALLMAN
David Geoffrey TITTERTON
Kenneth George POINTON
Ronald HILL
Eric J PALMER

Sub Branch/Area
Northern
Tamworth
Stafford
Leek
Northern
Stafford
Lichfield
Northern
Stafford
Leek
Tamworth
Lichfield
Northern

Age
79
86
84
89
90
75
70
80
74
76
82
95
90

Died
08/07/2018
02/08/2018
20/08/2018
25/08/2018
30/08/2018
01/09/2018
02/09/2018
03/09/2018
09/09/2018
13/09/2018
19/09/2018
02/10/2018
03/10/2018

Widows and Spouses called to Higher Service
Mrs
Mrs
Mrs
Mrs (Wife)
Mrs (Wife)
Mrs (Wife)
Mrs

Mary HEMMING
Doris Blanch BIRCH
Delcia WALLETT
Frances THWAYTES
Mary Elizabeth BLUNDELL
Margaret BULMER-KIRBY
Mary Ina BELL

Northern
West Bromwich
Stafford
Northern
Cannock
Spain
Tamworth

98
95
82
77
77
77

21/06/2018
14/07/2018
06/05/2018
04/08/2018
16/08/2018
14/09/2018
19/09/2018

Our sympathy is extended to all the bereaved families.
Chairman’s Corner
Welcome to the Autumn edition of the Staffordshire Knot. The major holiday season is now over, and I expect
many of you have been helping your children look after the grand children over the school holidays [not long
until Half Term!!!!].
Des and I had one of our regular meetings with the Chief Constable at Police Headquarters Weston Road
Stafford on 13/8/2018.
Topics we discussed were: 1.The on-going Injury on Duty Reviews. There seems to be an impasse, at the moment, between the Force
and some IOD recipients. The Chief Constable is considering implementing Regulation 33 against, possibly,
20 persons who he perceives have not complied with the process. Those IOD recipients take an opposite view,
stating that they have complied. We await the outcome of the Chief Constables decision. The progress of
reviews appears to be stayed whilst the Force appoints a new Selected Medical Practitioner.
2. The Staffordshire crime figures and the current restructuring of the Force. The Chief Constable is hopeful
that following the Force restructuring the crime figures will improve. [Continued]…
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3. We asked if he and his Chief Constable colleagues were actively lobbying the Home Office and the Treasury
for more resources for the Police. He confirmed that they were.
4. We discussed the Police and Crime Commissioner’s take- over of the back-office functions of Staffordshire
Fire and Rescue Service. He was generally supportive of this move, believing that it may free up more
resources for Policing. He did accept that it would create a lot more work for the Police and Crime
Commissioner’s Office as his remit expanded.
Police Treatment Centres
As mentioned previously in my updates, the Force, Police Federation, and Staffordshire NARPO were considering
moving from affiliation to the Police Treatment Centre at Goring [Flint House] to the Police Treatment Centre at
Harrogate. It became apparent that serving and retired officers could get a better deal by moving to Harrogate. At the
last Force Welfare Meeting on 4/9/2018, the decision was taken by all to move to Harrogate. A brochure informing
retired officers on how to subscribe is reproduced at pages 9 and 10. If retired officers wish to subscribe they will pay
a minimum £2.81 per month. However, Harrogate have stated that if retirees sign up by the 17th of December 2018
then the usual 12 months waiting period for entitlement will be waived. Normally you would have to subscribe for 12
months before being able to access Harrogate’s services. Do not miss this special offer. Please consider making
donations above the suggested minimum, and taxpayers, do Gift Aid your donations, as this boosts the charities
funds in tax rebates to the Centre. One further condition, you need to subscribe to the Force Welfare Fund. If you
previously ceased membership, you will be allowed to rejoin to access PTC services with contributions of 65p a month.
NARPO Conference held at Torquay on 7/9/2018
The NARPO Conference took place in Torquay, it was a low -key affair this year as there were no motions to
debate. I perceive that Conference was motion exhausted, after two years of motions attempting to get the
new rules accepted by the Country. Updates were given concerning the progress of several campaigns that
NARPO, with other agencies are engaged with [ i.e. Later Life Ambitions and Widows Pensions for Life].
The main speaker at the Conference this year was Ann Widdecombe, she was both humorous and informative,
and it was apparent that she is very supportive of extra funding for the Police Service.
From the Archive
Marchington Air Disaster, Sunday 19/8/1984
At 0932 hours on Sunday 19/8/1984 a Vickers Varsity aircraft, belonging to the Leicester Aircraft Preservation
Society took off from East Midlands Airport. It had travelled to East Midlands Airport from RAF Syerston,
Nottinghamshire, its planned destination being Liverpool Airport.
There were 14 occupants on the aircraft which included two crew. Flying alongside of the Vickers Varsity was
a Cessna 180, whose mission was to record the flight of the Vickers Varsity and take accompanying aerial
photographs.
The Vickers Varsity made a series of orbits of the Blithfield Reservoir in Staffordshire, and during this time it
was noticed that puffs of smoke and loud bangs were being emitted from the left engine. The photographic
session continued, and the pilot of then noticed that the right engine had started to backfire as well.
At 1005 hours the Varsity pilot called East Midlands Airport requesting a direct return to the Airport owing to
the engine problems and possibly having to declare an emergency.
East Midlands Control gave them immediate permission to return to the Airport. The Varsity continued to lose
height and at 1007 hours the co-pilot of the Varsity radioed “we’re going to have to put down in the nearest
field, we are down to 400 feet and losing power on both engines, so we are going into the”. [Continued]…
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The undercarriage of the Varsity was lowered and at a very low height, the left wing was then seen to drop and
the aircraft rolled over, the nose dropped and it crashed inverted. Just before the impact the left mainplane
severed a 11,000 volts electricity supply wires.
As the aircraft broke- up on impact, the rear part of the fuselage together with the tail plane fell into a drainage
ditch, some 10 feet deep. The aircraft burst into flames, three persons who were seated in the rearward facing
seats in this part of the fuselage were able to escape one suffered a broken leg and received severe burns.
All the other persons onboard were unfortunately killed.
The Air Accident report stated that the probable cause of the accident was loss of control when the aircraft
stalled at low altitude while the pilot was attempting a forced landing following a progressive loss of power on
both engines.
This aircraft entered service with the RAF in 1952, registered WJ897 and was retired from service in 1974. Its
role was a training aircraft for pilots and trainer for bombing runs. It was powered by two Bristol Hercules 264
turbo prop engines. It was assigned the civil registration mark G-BDFT
N.B. As a point of interest whilst I was a Police Cadet in 1968/69 The Staffordshire Police Cadets did a
week exchange with RAF Cosford. During this time, we had a flight in a Vickers Varsity which was based
there. Today, Cosford Air Museum has a Vickers Varsity on display. I am not sure if this is the one we
had a flight on all those years ago.

Mark Judson [Chairman of Staffordshire NARPO]

More News

West Bromwich Sub Branch
Christmas Party
This year’s Christmas Social will be held on 3rd December 2018
at 12:00 noon to 15:00 pm at
West Bromwich Royal Naval Club, 108 Bull Lane, West
Bromwich
The price per person will be £6.00.
Can you please confirm if you will be attending and also if you
are bringing a guest/guests to Peter Toghill on or before
22nd November 2018.
Please make cheques payable to “The West Bromwich &
Wednesbury NARPO” which are to be sent
FAO Peter Toghill, 52 Bleakhouse Road, Oldbury, B68 0TQ
We will require full payment on or before 22nd November.

Benevolent Fund of Staffordshire
Police Christmas Message
The executive and committee of the
Benevolent Fund send warm seasonal
greetings to all its members for
Christmas and wishes you a happy
new year.
The fund no longer be sends Christmas
cards
to
members.
You
will
understand the financial need to keep
expenditure to a minimum, to benefit
all members and sustain the fund.

Kier Pensions taken over by XPS
The pensions administration business service used by 23 police forces has been bought by XPS which provides a similar
service to many private sector pension schemes. Apart from rebranding, the pension service provided to Staffordshire
pensioners will be unchanged. Letters will be sent out to all pension recipients soon. Contact details will not change.

Peel Museum Donations
After the appeal published in our last edition members have kindly donated memorabilia to
the collection at The Peel Museum. Laraine Robathan-Field, made a long round-trip to
Middleton Hall on 24th July, in order to donate some items in memory of her late husband
William (Bill) Field, received here by Roger Field (not related), a Peel Society Trustee.
Other items donated on behalf of our members include an Isle of Ely Constabulary helmet
(Mrs Maureen Goodale), and drink-drive alcohol sampling kits (pre-Alcotest).
These items will be put to good use in their schools’ education programme.
The Staffordshire Knot Issue 58: Autumn 2018

Page 5 of 10

The Staffordshire Knot Issue 58: Autumn 2018

Page 6 of 10

Burton-on-Trent & Uttoxeter Sub Branch
The Sub Branch has experienced another very busy year with well attended
meetings at Marston's Social Club in Burton. All 2018 meetings have been
full of members of different age groups from the Burton and Uttoxeter areas
who have enjoyed the social evenings where buffets are always provided.
The presence of Branch officials is always appreciated to keep members
informed of current branch matters. The excellent grape vine of information
from members has kept us well informed of members with illnesses so that
welfare visits could be made and 'get well' cards and gifts provided. We may
have the eldest widow in Staffordshire named Barbara Richards (wife of the
late PC Reg Richards) who celebrated her 105th birthday on the 16th July at
her Derby care home. Sub Branch Chairman and his wife attended the
birthday party with friends and family where this sprightly lady enjoyed the
occasion. The annual Sub Branch coach trip, the 8th since the first in 2013
took place on the 13th September when we had a full day at the very
interesting Black Country Living Museum at Dudley. The ever-popular
Christmas lunch again takes place at the Branston Golf & Country Club on
the 12th December where we look forward to seeing you. The menu and
booking form is published on the website, or you can call me or Lesley to
get a copy. We invite new and old members to join us.
Chairman Ralph Seville, October, 2018.

Stafford Sub-Branch

EVENTS
WEST BROMWICH
XMAS PARTY
Monday 3rd December 2018

BURTON XMAS LUNCH
12th December 2018
See this page.

STAFFORD SUB BRANCH
REUNION LUNCH
26 January 2019 see page 2.

TAMWORTH ANNUAL
LUNCHEON
Sun 3rd Feb 2019
(12:30 – 1:00 pm) at
Drayton Park Golf Club,
Tamworth
Full details will be circulated in
December, when menu and cost
is known.

Our next sub-branch annual general meeting will be on Thursday 1st NORTHERN ANNUAL
November 2018 at the Constitutional Club, Stafford, commencing at 7:30 pm. DINNER
I wish to announce that I will not be standing for re-election on this occasion. 15 March 2019
Any nominations of those willing to take on the post, please notify our See page 6
secretary Phil Challinor ,and with the name of a seconder without delay.
BRANCH ANNUAL
Mike Kozam (Chairman).
REUNION
Researching Our Past
Sat 6th April 2018
Local historian and author David Baldwin is doing research and looking
Chase Golf Club see page 8
for photographs of former police officers. They are:
Chief Inspector Jean Pemberton, served 1949-1979, in West Brom,
Bilston, Cannock and Newcastle.
Contact details for
Inspector Matthew Weatherhill served 1936-1966 in Wednesbury,
Branch and Sub
Lichfield, Tamworth, and Mill Meece training college 1960-63.
Sergeant William Frederick Ashford, served 1921-1954 in Leek and
Branch officers can be
Stafford Divisions.
found on our website
Superintendent Harry Smith Turner, served 1933-1960 at Burton,
(address on page 1).
Brierley Hill, and Wednesbury.
Anyone who can help, please contact David by telephone number 01785
660502.

Cenotaph Parade: Remembrance Sunday 11th November 2018
Staffordshire Branch has again been allocated a place for a representative
on the Cenotaph Parade in Whitehall, London. The treasurer of Cannock
Sub branch, Joe Molloy, will be attending for the Branch. The Royal British
Legion, organisers, allow 36 places nationally to NARPO each year.
This parade marks 100 years since the ending of the Great War.
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The Police Treatment Centres
A charity providing treatment, support & recuperation for injured and ill
Police Family members.

STAFFORDSHIRE OFFICERS –
HOW TO MAINTAIN YOUR ELIGIBILITY FOR
TREATMENT IN RETIREMENT FOR JUST £0.65
PER WEEK!
Retired Officers are welcome for treatment at our Centres in Harrogate and
Auchterarder. Both Centres have been significantly improved in the last
two years, and the standard and quality of the treatment and facilities is
better than ever. Last year we treated 311 retirees on a residential basis.
We are pleased to say that, due to the special circumstances involved, until 17th December
2018 all retired Staffordshire officers are eligible to sign up as donors to the PTC, without
having made payroll donations either to Flint House or the PTC when in service.
After 17th December 2017, the normal rules will apply
whereby if you were donating in service and then seamlessly
begin paying your Retired Officer donations you will be able to
apply for treatment immediately at the PTC without waiting.
However, if you were not previously a donor during service, you
will have to pay your retired officer donations for 12 months
before being able to apply for treatment.
Signing up is easy. Simply complete a direct debit
form, which you can find on the PTC website at
www.thepolicetreatmentcentres.org or ring us on
01423 504448 and ask for one to be sent out to you.
Please be sure to get your application
submitted by the offer closing date.
For just £0.65 per week (or minimum monthly
£2.81) you can then apply for treatment at our classleading facilities. Subject to clinical assessment you
will be offered a one week stay, Sunday to Sunday.
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Bob Hopkinson, a retired Derbyshire Officer recently came to Harrogate for treatment:
“As our Force has only last year joined the PTC I took up the option to attend St Andrews for a
week’s intensive physiotherapy after shoulder surgery.
As you walk into the centre, there is an air of calm. There is a nice relaxed feel to the place and
all the staff are warm, friendly and very helpful. The facilities available are first rate and the
programme that I was given was adapted to suit my own recovery. You can get involved as
much as you feel able.
I retired several years ago but made contributions
throughout my service and beyond, treating them as an
investment. They have really paid dividends.
Despite the current economic climate where finances
are stretched, serving or retired, I would strongly urge
you to consider making contributions to the fund for
what may prove to be very worthwhile treatment. You
never know when you may need to cash in. “
And view more video testimony from retired officers on You Tube – access via the PTC website
– www.thepolicetreatmentcentres.org
Sign up to donate to the Police Treatment Centres now for £0.65 per week and help us
to support you through retirement.
Police Treatment Centres Registered Charity 1147449 OSCR SCO43396

Addendum
One further condition, you need to subscribe to the Staffordshire Police Force Welfare Fund.
If you previously ceased membership, you will be allowed to rejoin the Welfare Fund to access PTC
services, with contributions of 65p a month.
Please send email to:
melanie.willmott@staffordshire.pnn.police.uk
stating: Your full name, pension reference number (NI number), your address
and request subscriptions to the Staffordshire Police Welfare Fund to be deducted from your pension.
Or write a letter containing the above information to:
Staffordshire Police Headquarters
Payroll Section
Weston Road
Stafford
ST18 0YY
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